















































* 8

A= Community Impact Assessment Technical Report

as well as how the introduction of the project to the area could change previously
established travel patterns on other facilities in the community study area.

N/A

d. Describe the specific areas that would be affected by these changes. What
residences or businesses are located near the proposed new-location facility? Which
community facilities listed in Section B.d. would be affected? Do any of the
community facilities provide “essential services,” such as clinics, schools, or
emergency response?

N/A

e. How would the new highway affect emergency response times?

N/A

f. Is land adjacent to the new-location highway available for development?

N/A

g. Are there active farms or ranches in the community study area? If so, would the
project affect the movement of farm equipment, livestock, or trailers across the
highway?

N/A

h. Are any design elements proposed to mitigate adverse impacts to access and/or
travel patterns?

N/A

3. Changes in Access and Travel Patterns for New Bypass or Reliever Route Projects

a. What businesses are located along the existing corridor for which the bypass or
reliever route would be created? Which of these businesses are primarily dependent
on passing traffic for business (e.g., gas stations, restaurants, hotels, etc.)?
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N/A

b. Are frontage roads proposed as part of the project? If so, describe the type and
location of the frontage roads.

N/A

c. Describe any mitigation or design element, such as new signage, proposed to
address adverse impacts to existing traffic-dependent businesses.

N/A

H. Community Cohesion

Does the project involve one or more of the following elements?

Construction of a highway on new location
Construction of a new grade separation of more than one level
Construction of a new interchange

Expansion of an existing facility or interchange by a width equal to or greater thanan
existing travel lane.

Upgrade of a non-freeway facility to a free-way facility
Addition of tolled or managed lanes

Construction of a new raised median or extension of an existing raised median thatwill
prevent access to a least one driveway or cross street.

Introduction of a new median along a previously undivided facility

[] No Proceed to Section |, Environmental Justice.

Yes Answer all questions in this section and proceed to Section I. .

1. Briefly characterize the existing level of community cohesion. Ideally, this information
should be based on feedback from members of the affected community or communities. If no
such information is available, rely on geographic characteristics, development patterns, and
observations made during the site visit.
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Community cohesion along the FM 529 project limits is of mixed intensity. The communities
surrounding the project corridor are typically rural along the western portion of the project area near
the western terminus (FM 362) to increasingly urbanized along eastern terminus of the proposed
project area, near SH 99, south of the community of Cypress. The proposed project also traverses
the unincorporated areas of Waller and Harris Counties. Thus, there is minimal community
cohesion between these unincorporated areas where agricultural pasture and nursery lands are
dominant land uses.

2. Describe whether construction of the proposed project would change the existing level(s) of
separation experienced near the project area. Changes in separation could include but are
not limited to introduction of a new physical barrier; expansion of an existing physical
barrier; or contribution to a perceived sense of separation by constructing a new grade
separation. Consider all modes if multiple modes are used in the community study area.

Because FM 529 is an existing roadway and a barrier between properties, the improvements would
not substantially change the degree of separation between existing residential, commercial and
industrial facilities. The roadway improvements would shift the alignment of the roadway closer to
the existing residential neighborhoods and commercial businesses in some areas; however, most
of these improvements would take place within existing right-of-way.

3. Describe whether the changes associated with the proposed project (including impacts to
access and travel patterns) would directly or indirectly result in separation or isolation of any
geographic areas or groups of people. Consider all modes if multiple modes are used in the
community study area.

The proposed project would not affect, separate, or isolate any distinct neighborhoods, ethnic
groups, or other specific groups as FM 529 is an existing roadway.

4. Describe whether the changes associated with the proposed project would affect use of local
services and community facilities. Would the project make access to these services and
facilities more or less convenient? Would the frequency with which people access other
parts of the community change? Consider all modes if multiple modes are used in the
community study area.

The proposed construction of the medians throughout the project area would result in changes to
travel patterns to local services and facilities along FM 529. If a property is not located on the side
of the road a car is traveling on, then it will need to make a legal U-turn to access the property.
The affected community facilities are not considered "essential services." No clinics, schools, or
emergency responders are located along project limits.

5. Are any design elements proposed to mitigate adverse impacts to community cohesion?



































































































Photo 15 - View of western terminus along FM 529, facing west toward FM 362.

Photo 16 - View of western terminus along FM 529, facing east.

FM 529: From SH 99 to FM 362 CSJs: 1006-01-074, 1006-01-079, 1006-02-009
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Notice of Public Meeting
FM 529 from the Grand Parkway (SH 99) to FM 362
MW: CSJ 1006-01-074 & 1006-02-009

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), Houston District, will hold a public meeting
regarding the proposed roadway widening along FM 529 from the Grand Parkway (State
Highway 99 [SH 99]) to FM 362 in Harris and Waller Counties, Texas. The meeting will be
Tuesday, April 30, 2019, at Patricia E. Paetow High School 9th Grade Cafeteria - 23111
Stockdick School Road, Katy, Texas 77493. The meeting will be held in an open house
format from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. No formal presentation will be made.

The purpose of the public meeting is to present the proposed project to the public and
receive comments. The proposed designh would widen the existing FM 529 from a two-lane
roadway to a six-lane roadway with raised median between SH 99 and Katy Hockley Cut Off
Road, and to a four-lane roadway with raised median between Katy Hockley Cut Off Road
and FM 362. Sidewalks are proposed for both sides of the roadway. The proposed FM 529
right-of-way would be approximately 180 feet wide.

Maps showing the proposed project’s location and design drawings will be available for
review at the public meeting. This information will also be available by appointment for
review Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding
state holidays, at the TxDOT Houston District Office, located at 7600 Washington Avenue,
Houston, Texas 77007. To schedule an appointment at the Houston District Office, please
contact Samuel Ainabe at (713) 802-5260. Information will also be available at TxDOT’s
area office located at 14838 NW Freeway (US 290), Houston, Texas 77040, (713) 934-
5900. The project information can also be viewed at TxDOT’s website:
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings.html.

All interested persons are invited to attend this public meeting. Written comments may be
submitted at the meeting; by mail to the TxDOT Houston District Office, Director of Project
Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251, or electronically to hou-
piowebmail@txdot.gov or http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-
meetings.html. Please reference MW: CSJ 1006-01-074 & 1006-02-009. Written comments
must be postmarked or submitted electronically by Wednesday, May 15, 2019.

Materials for the public meeting will be presented in English. Persons interested in attending
the meeting who have special communication or accommodation needs, or need an
interpreter, are encouraged to contact TxDOT’s Public Information Office at (713) 802-5076.
Requests should be made at least five days prior to the public meeting. Every reasonable
effort will be made to accommodate these needs.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxXDOT pursuant
to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and
executed by FHWA and TxDOT.


http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings.html
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings.html
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings.html
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Aviso de Reunion Publica
FM 529 desde Grand Parkway (SH 99) a la FM 362
MW: CSJ 1006-01-074 & 1006-02-009

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (Texas Department of Transportation - TxDOT), Distrito de
Houston, llevara a cabo una reunién pulblica relacionada a la propuesta ampliacion de carretera de
la FM 529 desde el Grand Parkway (Carretera Estatal 99 [SH 99]) hasta la FM 362 en los
Condados de Harris y Waller, Texas. La reunion sera el martes 30 de abril de 2019, en la escuela
Patricia E. Paetow High School, Cafeteria del Noveno (9°) Grado - 23111 Stockdick School Road,
Katy, Texas 77493. La reunion se celebrara en un formato de casa abierta desde las 5:30 p.m. a
las 7:30 p.m. No se hara ninguna presentacion formal.

El propdsito de la reuniéon publica es presentar el proyecto propuesto al publico y recibir
comentarios. El diseno propuesto ampliaria la FM 529 existente de una carretera de dos carriles a
una carretera de seis carriles con una mediana elevada entre la SH 99 y la Katy Hockley Cut Off
Road, y a una carretera de cuatro carriles con una mediana elevada entre la Katy Hockley Cut Off
Road y la FM 362. Se proponen aceras) para ambos lados de la carretera.

Mapas y esquematicos del diseiio mostrando la ubicacion del proyecto propuesto estaran
disponibles para revision en la reunion publica. Esta informacion también estara disponible
mediante cita para revision de lunes a viernes, entre las horas de 8:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m.,
excluyendo dias feriados estatales, en la Oficina de Distrito de Houston del TxDOT, ubicada en
7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. Para programar una cita en la Oficina de Distrito
de Houston, sirvase comunicarse con el Ing. Samuel Ainabe al (713) 802-5260. La informacion
también estara disponible en la oficina de area de la TxDOT ubicada en 14838 NW Freeway (US
290), Houston, Texas 77040, (713) 934-5900. La informacion del proyecto también puede ser
revisada en el sitio web de la TxDOT: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/projects/studies/houston.html.

Todas las personas interesadas estan invitadas a asistir a esta reunion publica. Comentarios
escritos pueden ser presentados en la reunion; por correo a TxDOT Houston District Office,
Director of Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251, o electronicamente a
hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov o https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston.html.

Sirvase hacer referencia a MW: CSJ 1006-01-074 & 1006-02-009. Los comentarios escritos deben
ser franqueados por correo o presentados electrénicamente en o antes del miércoles, 15 de mayo
de 2019.

Los materiales para la reunion publica seran presentados en inglés. Las personas interesadas en
asistir a la reunion que tengan necesidades especiales de comunicacion, acomodo razonable, o
necesitan un intérprete, se les pide comunicarse con la Oficina de Informacion Publica de la TxDOT
al (713) 802-5076. Las solicitudes deberian ser hechas por lo menos cinco dias previos a la
reunion publica. Se hara todo esfuerzo razonable para atender estas necesidades.

La revision, consulta, y otras acciones medioambientales exigidas por las leyes Federales
medioambientales aplicables para este proyecto estan siendo o han sido llevadas a cabo por la
TxDOT de conformidad con 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorandum de Entendimiento fechado el 16 de
diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado (firmado) por FHWA y TxDOT.


https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston.html
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston.html
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston.html
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